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FAMILY LAW 2019

He mihi nui ki a koutou and welcome everyone to this year’s Conference. Our theme is The 
Winds of Change: Mā te hau tōrua. Whilst this acknowledges that we are in the “windy city” 
it also alludes to the many changes we are experiencing, both in our legislative framework, 
policy and practice in the courts and in society. To quote Socrates: “the secret of change is to 
focus all of your energy, not on fighting the old, but on building the new”. 

I invite you to embrace the diversity and range of opportunities the speakers and 
presentations offer. As family lawyers we need to be resilient and adaptable and I hope you 
will find the programme stimulating and thought provoking. Enjoy meeting old friends and 
making new ones. Take time to enjoy our beautiful waterfront if you can and use the time 
away from client demands to renew and refresh your outlook. I look forward to meeting as 
many of you as possible. Tēnā tatou katoa.

Rachael Dewar

13 
CPD hours

CHAIR

Rachael Dewar, Rachael Dewar Law, Wellington

Rachael established Rachael Dewar Law in 2010. She was a partner for 12 years at Tripe Matthews & Feist of 
Wellington, leading the Family Law team, and has 29 years’ experience specialising in this area. Rachael has expertise 
in all aspects including relationship property, pre-nuptial agreements, parenting and relocation, adoption and 
surrogacy arrangements. As a senior Lawyer for Child and an accredited FDR (Family Dispute Resolution) Mediator 
she has many years of hands-on experience in the court mediation role. Rachael is a long-standing member of the 
Wellington branch Family Law Committee of the NZLS and is currently on the Executive Committee of the Family 
Law Section of the NZLS.

FROM THE CHAIR

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this Conference you will be:

•  Updated on topical issues, legislation and case law.

•  Able to apply this knowledge in your practice. 



PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

 8.15-8.45 REGISTRATION

 8.45-9.05 WELCOME AND OPENING  |  Chair: Rachael Dewar

9.05-9.20 KEYNOTE: OPENING ADDRESS

  Her Honour Judge Moran will share her perspective on current issues and topics.

Presenter   Principal Family Court Judge Jackie Moran

9.20-10.10 KEYNOTE: THE ROLE OF LAW IN FAMILY DISPUTES

 Governments often imply that family law and family courts are unnecessary. The United 
Kingdom government has previously described family court disputes as “private matters” 
which are “not of the highest importance”, at least for legal aid provision. This attitude is 
reflected in initiatives in both the United Kingdom and New Zealand to encourage parties 
away from family lawyers and courts; even judges sometimes suggest family matters are not 
really “law”. In this session, Rob George argues that the de-legalisation of family disputes 
raises significant concerns for equality and rights. He challenges the idea that family disputes 
are any less “legal” than other disputes, and offers a strong defence of the importance of 
family justice and the family courts.

Presenter   Dr Rob George

 10.10-10.40 MORNING TEA

10.40-11.25 PLENARY – HE TAONGA TE TAMARIKI – REPRESENTING MĀORI IN THE FAMILY 
COURT

 The recent changes to the Oranga Tamariki Act, the release of the Te Korowai Ture ā-Whānau 
and He Waka Roimata reports, together with our duties and obligations as lawyers in the 
Family Court mean that it is incumbent on us to build our capacity with te reo Māori and 
tikanga Māori. In this presentation we will discuss how to build our cultural capacity to engage 
with our clients in order to best represent them. We will look at the impact of the law on 
tikanga Māori; outline basic te reo Māori and tikanga Māori; and provide practical tools and 
tips to incorporate into your practice.

Presenters   Ophir Cassidy, Corin Merrick and Tania Williams Blyth

11.30-12.20 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1 – A, B OR C

 A – UNDERSTANDING INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE | Dr Ayesha Scott and Professor Bruce 
Smyth

  Intimate partner violence (IPV) takes many forms, with financial abuse a particularly 
pernicious form of abuse prior to and after parental separation. In this session, we offer some 
broad-brush data on the prevalence and dynamics of IPV (including financial abuse); provide 
some case studies that highlight the many challenges of financial abuse for separated parents, 
practitioners, and the courts; and explore some ideas on how best to work with clients for 
whom financial abuse may be occurring.

 B – ANARCHY AND ANALYSIS – APPLYING THE RULES TO CHILD-RELATED EVIDENCE | 
Caroline Hickman and Dr Anna High 

 In this session the presenters will discuss the Family Court’s permissive approach to evidence 
and propose a better alternative. Practitioners have interpreted the “any evidence” rule in the 
Family Court Act as a free-for-all when it comes to pleadings, an approach which risks eroding 
the integrity of the Family Court and its outcomes. This paper discusses a principled approach 
to admitting evidence, and children’s evidence in particular, using the fundamental evidentiary 
principles of relevance, probative value, and prejudicial effect, as well as the “any evidence” 
rule in its current form. 
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 C – HAGUE CONVENTION – AN UPDATE | Margaret Casey QC and Dominic Dravitzki 

 The presenters will take stock of the operation of the Convention in New Zealand in 2019. 
Does it remain relevant? In what major areas is the law developing? (Including with reference 
to recent case law.) They will also discuss how practitioners can recognise when a Hague 
Convention matter arises in practice, what steps should immediately be taken when one does, 
and the role and availability of the Central Authority.

 12.20-1.20 LUNCH

1.20-1.45 PLENARY – FAMILY LAW SECTION UPDATE

 An update from the Chair of the NZLS Family Law Section. 

Presenter   Kirsty Swadling

1.45-3.00 PLENARY – THE RESILIENT LAWYER

 The practice of law can be highly pressured, demanding, repetitive, and in some cases, difficult 
to make a living from. Sadly, lawyers have high rates of depression, anxiety and addiction. 
We all need to learn how to look after our personal wellbeing, and that of others around us. 
International expert Robyn Bradey will discuss stress and mental illness from a brain-based 
perspective and provide practical strategies and resources that you can use – starting today.

Presenter   Robyn Bradey

 3.00-3.30 AFTERNOON TEA

3.30-4.30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 2 – A, B OR C

 A – “WE JUST WANT WHAT’S FAIR” – HELPING CLEAN UP AFTER THE WINDS OF 
CHANGE HAVE BLOWN THROUGH A RELATIONSHIP | Amy Bayliss, Antonia Fisher QC,  
Jane Forrest, Henry Herman and Stephen van Bohemen

  A practical session, centred on a hypothetical case study involving commonly encountered 
facts and issues, about running a relationship property case from start to finish where the 
parties want to settle, not litigate. 

 B – “KIDZ RULE OK”: CHILDREN’S CAPACITY FOR DECISION-MAKING | Alison Douglass  
and Fiona Miller 

 Every child has the right to participate in decisions that affect them, and if competent, can 
consent. How do parents and health professionals support children to make decisions and 
respect their rights? The presenters will discuss the law regarding children’s capacity for 
decision-making and how it is assessed, with a focus on the right to consent to, or refuse, 
medical treatment.

 C – HAIR DRUG ANALYSIS – GETTING TO THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM | Dr Paul Fitzmaurice 

 Recreational drugs are a fact of life in our society and a feature of life in many of the families 
that lawyers work with. This fascinating session with a drug testing and toxicology expert will 
provide you with practical background knowledge of aspects of drugs and drug testing, and 
in particular hair testing – how it works and what it is used for.

4.35-5.25 PLENARY – ABSORBING RADIATION OVER TIME: THE COST OF EXPOSURE TO 
DISTURBING MATERIAL AND THE IMPORTANCE OF PREVENTION

  Reviewing disturbing case material is commonplace within most family law practices. 
However like exposure to radiation, over time repeated exposure to disturbing material can 
lead to vicarious trauma and exhaust our emotional system. This presentation will cover the 
psychological impacts of exposure to disturbing material on us and suggest practices we can 
implement to prevent and manage its effects.

Presenter   Dr Shane Harvey

 5.25-5.30 WRAP UP  |  Chair: Rachael Dewar

 7.00-12.00 PRE-DINNER DRINKS & CONFERENCE DINNER
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DAY TWO

 8.45-9.00 WELCOME BACK  |  Chair: Rachael Dewar

9.00-10.00 KEYNOTE: CONTINUOUS CHANGE: A CREATOR OF FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

  The one constant in everyone’s business lives these days is change. It disrupts workplaces and 
employees. It pushes people out of their comfort zones. It makes them feel uncertain about 
what lies ahead. Not surprisingly, most people fear change because it represents the unknown. 
But the reality is that change offers great opportunity and a way to figure out a better system 
for doing things. People who fail to embrace change are often left behind and miss out on 
advancement and success. Ita Buttrose explains how change creates opportunities and how to 
make the most of them. “My entire working life has been influenced by change and I wouldn’t 
have missed a moment of it. Change has been my faithful companion and I’ve grown rather 
fond of it.”

Presenter   Ita Buttrose

 10.00-10.30 MORNING TEA

10.30-11.25 PLENARY – REFORM OF THE PROPERTY (RELATIONSHIPS) ACT – THE LAW 
COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS

 In June 2019, the Law Commission reported to the Minister of Justice on its review of the 
Property (Relationships) Act 1976 (PRA). The PRA is now over 40 years old and the way 
in which relationships and families are formed, how they operate and what happens when 
relationships end, have all changed hugely in that time. The Law Commission concluded 
that some significant changes to the law are required to achieve a just division of 
property between partners on separation. This session will outline the package of reforms 
recommended in the Law Commission’s report.

Presenters   John-Luke Day, Nichola Lambie and Helen McQueen

11.30-12.30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 3 – A, B OR C

 A – MAKING THE CHANGES HAPPEN | Rosslyn Noonan and Associate Professor Nicola Taylor

  The Independent Family Court Review Panel delivered their final report, Te Korowai Ture 
ā-Whānau, to the Minister of Justice on 31 May 2019. Informed by 645 written submissions and 
130 consultation meetings across New Zealand, the Panel’s 70 recommendations also drew 
on the findings of the nationwide research project which evaluated the 2014 reforms from the 
perspectives of 364 family justice professionals and 656 separated parents. This presentation 
highlights the key outcomes of the research and the final report and discusses the drivers for 
change. Interactive dialogue will encourage robust consideration of what is truly required to 
“weave the korowai” and achieve a joined-up family justice service that is fit for purpose in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

 B – PARENTING WITH A MENTAL DISORDER | Nigel Fairley and Dr Jackie Short 

 Settling disputes about children in the Family Courts is stressful for parents, children, families 
and whanau. If you are a parent with a mental disorder, that stress is often magnified by the 
fear of losing your children because of your illness. Stigma and myths about mental disorders 
abound in the Family Courts as in all public institutions. The session explores some of the 
common questions that arise for the decision-makers – are there symptoms or diagnoses that 
should signal particular concerns? What are the impacts on parenting? Keeping children at the 
centre, we use film to hear from the children themselves, of their experiences. We conclude by 
considering how we can mitigate the risks associated with adverse experiences and support 
parents, families and whanau to raise healthy children.  

 C – QUIZ! DO YOU REALLY KNOW YOUR STUFF? | Johan Niemand and Judge Parsons

  Test yourself in this interactive session on court procedure under the Family Court Act and 
Family Court Rules – be prepared for fast-paced fun with a purpose.

12.30-1.15 LUNCH
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1.15-2.10 PLENARY – ORANGA TAMARIKI ACT CHANGES – UPDATE

  The most comprehensive changes since the original Act came fully into force on 1 July 2019. 
This session will explain the most important changes and provide an update on how they are 
working in practice.

Presenters  Erin Judge and Tahu Weeks

2.15-3.10 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 4 – A, B OR C

 A – FAMILY PROTECTION ACT AND THE PRA | Annette Gray and Greg Kelly

  In light of potential PRA reforms it is timely to look again at the situation when a partner dies 
and there are dissatisfied adult children. Our family structures are changing so there may need 
to be a re-evaluation of how assets are distributed after death. What claims can adult children 
bring under the PRA and the Family Protection Act? What about the surviving spouse – what 
can they do? What reforms are needed in this area?

 B – CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE FAMILY JUSTICE SYSTEM: PURPOSE AND 
PROCESS | Deb Inder and Dr Fran Vertue 

 In this session the presenters will:

•  Outline the existing conceptual support for child participation in Family Court matters
•  Examine why children should participate, and the current opportunities for and barriers to  
 meaningful participation, including legal and psychological factors
•  Briefly introduce a new model of child participation addressing seven key essential steps  
 required for children’s participation to be both meaningful and effective.

They will also provide practical guidance on:

•  Understanding the brief: Lawyer for the Child and Specialist Psychological Reports and   
 where the brief requires child participation
•  Being clear about the purpose of interviewing the child: what are you trying to ascertain? 
•  How to translate “Best Interests” into something measurable for interview purposes 
•  Interview tips and techniques for all legal professionals: developmental stages,    
 developmental capacities, and realistic expectations
•  Report writing: what goes in and what to leave out.

 C – FALLING THROUGH THE CRACKS: ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES ON FAMILY 
VIOLENCE | Erin Ebborn and Kiriana Tan 

 This session will update you on the work of the Family Violence Death Review Committee,  
and cover a range of issues in the family violence arena including: discussion of elder abuse 
and abuse of persons with disabilities; the extent to which lawyers might be considered  
“family violence agencies” for the new Act’s information sharing provisions; and putting 
Principle 4(l) of the new Act into action. It will also give you practical tips and resources for 
family violence work. 

 3.10-3.30 AFTERNOON TEA

3.30-4.20 WHAT'S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT – IT’S ALL IN THE SECTION 21 MY LOVE!

  This session will deal with s 21 agreements, with a particular focus on: 

• The essential clauses in a s 21 agreement
• Common mistakes made in s 21 agreements
• How often s 21 agreements should be updated 
• Trusts and s 21 agreements; protecting the lawyer
• The differences between a s 21 and s 21A agreement
• Current trends where s 21 agreements are contested.

Presenters  Lady Deborah Chambers QC, Sharon Chandra and Professor Mark Henaghan

4.20-4.30 CONFERENCE WRAP UP   |  Chair: Rachael Dewar
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KEYNOTE AND INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS  

Robyn Bradey, RB Counselling & Consultancy Services, Sydney, Australia

Robyn (BSocStud, SYD) is a Mental Health Accredited Social Worker with 39 years’ experience, 
28 of those in private practice. She has been a youth worker, a hospital social worker, and an 
administrator. Robyn offers professional supervision to a wide range of health, welfare and legal 
workers, and acts as a consultant to the UK Bar. She has been a counsellor, specialising in loss, grief, 
trauma, work-related stress and injury and has taught at TAFE, the Australian College of Applied 
Psychology, and the Centre of Community Welfare Training. Robyn has written five books and 
numerous professional publications.

Ita Buttrose AC OBE, Australian Media Icon, Sydney, Australia

Ita Buttrose AC OBE is a truly exceptional Australian: a legendary media trailblazer, businesswoman, 
best-selling author, committed community and welfare contributor and former Australian of the 
Year.

A renowned journalist, Ita has smashed through the glass ceiling throughout her career. Her 
accomplishments include being the founding editor of Cleo, the youngest ever editor of The 
Australian Women’s Weekly and the first woman to ever edit a major metropolitan newspaper in 
Australia as Editor-in-Chief of the Sydney Daily and Sunday Telegraphs as well as the first female 
director of News Ltd Australia. 

She balances her high profile role with her many charitable responsibilities including work with 
Dementia Australia and the Macular Disease Foundation. In the Queen’s Birthday Honours this year 
she was made a Companion of the Order of Australia for her service to the community through 
leadership in the media, the arts, the health sector and as a role model.

Dr Rob George, University College London and Harcourt Chambers, London, England

Rob is a leading expert on international family law, particularly in relation to relocation disputes, 
child abduction, jurisdiction, and international and domestic surrogacy cases. Alongside his practice 
at Harcourt Chambers, he holds the position of Associate Professor of Family Law at University 
College London, teaching family law and children’s rights, as well as conducting research into the 
family justice system. Rob joined UCL in 2014 after eight years at the University of Oxford, first as a 
Lecturer and then as a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow. He completed his DPhil in Family Law 
in 2010, after doing an Undergraduate degree in Law and a Master’s degree in Social Policy. Rob sits 
on the International Family Justice Committee and is the author of numerous books and articles on 
family law, including OUP’s Family Law: Text, Cases and Materials (4th edition, 2019) and Relocation 
Disputes: Law and Practice in England and New Zealand (2014).

Her Honour Judge Jacquelyn Moran, Principal Family Court Judge, Wellington

Her Honour Judge Jacquelyn (Jackie) Moran was appointed a Family Court Judge in 2003 and 
became Principal Family Court Judge in November 2018. She is New Zealand’s fifth Principal Family 
Court Judge and the first woman appointed to the role since the Family Court’s establishment in 
1981.

Judge Moran graduated LLB in 1979 and was admitted to the Bar in 1980. She practised for 23 
years mainly in family law in Ōtāhuhu, Whanganui, and Invercargill. When appointed a District 
Court Judge with a Family warrant Judge Moran was assigned to Christchurch. For six years she 
was the Administrative Family Court Judge for the Southern Region, and for a brief period in 
2014 she served as Acting Principal Family Court Judge. She has been a member of Canterbury 
Family Justice Network and took an active role in designing and rolling out nationally the Early 
Intervention Process to deal efficiently with Care of Children Act 2004 proceedings. In 2013-2014 
she was a judicial member of the working party on Family Court reforms introduced at that time.

Professor Bruce Smyth, Australia National University, Canberra, Australia

Bruce has worked as a social scientist in the area of family law for the past 25 years. Last year, 
he received the Stanley Cohen Distinguished Research Award in Washington from the American 
Association of Family & Conciliation Courts (AFCC) in recognition of outstanding research and 
research achievements in the field of family and divorce. He has published widely in the area of 
family law, especially on post-separation parenting, and loves attending NZLS CLE conferences.
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SPEAKERS  

Margaret Casey QC, Barrister, Auckland

Margaret specialises in cases involving 
international conventions and family 
disputes. She is an expert in Hague 
Convention matters, adoption, and 
surrogacy.

Ophir Cassidy, Manukau Law, Auckland

Ko Hikurangi te maunga, Ko Waiapu 
te awa, Ko Ngati Porou te iwi. Ophir 
specialises in family law with particular 
interest in care and protection matters. 
She is a Lawyer for Child and a Youth 
Advocate.

Lady Deborah Chambers QC, Bankside 
Chambers, Auckland

Lady Deborah practises in the area of 
complex relationship property, family 
trusts and fiduciary relationships. 

Sharon Chandra, Turner Hopkins, 
Auckland

Sharon practises in family law, focusing 
on relationship property, trusts and estate 
disputes. 

Alison Douglass, Barrister, Dunedin

Alison has 30 years’ experience in health 
and disability law, and is appointed by 
the Family Court and appellate Courts to 
represent people with impaired capacity. 

John-Luke Day, Law Commission, 
Wellington

John-Luke has worked mainly on the 
review of the Property (Relationships) 
Act 1976, since 2016.

Dominic Dravitzki, Malley & Co, 
Christchurch

Dominic specialises in relationship 
property, disputes about the care of 
children and Hague Convention matters. 
He is a senior Lawyer for Child and has 
acted as Counsel to Assist the Court. 

Erin Ebborn, Portia, Christchurch

Erin is Director and Principal Lawyer of 
Portia. She has served as an Executive 
Officer of the NZLS Family Law Section 
and was a contributor to the recently-
released book Feminist Judgments of 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Nigel Fairley, Capital & Coast District 
Health Board, Wellington

Nigel is the General Manager and Director 
of Area Mental Health Services for three 
DHBs. He is a Fellow of the New Zealand 
College of Clinical Psychologists. 

Antonia Fisher QC, O'Connell Street 
Barristers, Auckland

Antonia specialises in relationship 
property, trusts and estate litigation. 
She often assists with complex s 21 
agreements.

Dr Paul Fitzmaurice, Healthscope NZ, 
Wellington

Paul has a PhD in Toxicology and is a 
Member of the NZ Expert Advisory 
Committee on Drugs, and the 
Psychoactive Substances Expert Advisory 
Committee. 

Jane Forrest, Darroch Forrest, 
Wellington

Jane specialises in family law,  
medico-legal matters and professional 
indemnity insurance.

Annette Gray, Buchanan Gray, 
Wellington

Annette has been a Counsel for Subject 
Person for many years and is currently a 
District Inspector of Mental Health. 

Amy Bayliss, Atticus Chambers, 
Christchurch

Amy has practised as a family lawyer 
since 2009. She has particular interest 
in property and estates and is a 
contributing author to Westlaw Family 
Law – Family Property and Family 
Procedure.
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SPEAKERS  

Professor Mark Henaghan, University of 
Auckland, Auckland

Mark is a Professor of Law at the 
University of Auckland law school 
specialising in family law. 

Henry Herman, Rice Craig, Auckland

Henry is a specialist family lawyer with  
13 years’ experience and leads the Family 
Law Team at Rice Craig Lawyers.

Caroline Hickman, Barrister and 
Mediator, Napier

Caroline specialises in family, property, 
youth law and mediations and is on the 
Executive Committee of the NZLS Family 
Law Section. 

Dr Anna High, University of Otago, 
Dunedin

Anna is a lecturer in law at the University 
of Otago, where she teaches Evidence, 
Criminal, and Chinese Law. 

Deb Inder, Central Mediation, Wanaka

Deb is a Barrister and Mediator. Her 
doctoral thesis topic is: The Voice of the 
Child in the Context of the New Zealand 
Family Justice System.

Erin Judge, Oranga Tamariki – Ministry 
for Children, Wellington

Erin (Ngāti Tūwharetoa) leads a team 
of 105 lawyers and legal assistants as 
Kaihautū Ture – Chief Legal Officer.

Greg Kelly, Greg Kelly Law, Wellington

Greg has 35 years’ experience in wills, 
trusts and estates. He is on the Wills and 
Trusts Committee of the NZLS Property 
Law Section, and is a member of STEP.

Nichola Lambie, Law Commission, 
Wellington

Nichola worked on the review of the 
Property (Relationships) Act 1976 from 
2016 to its completion in 2019. 

Dr Shane Harvey, NZ Defence Force, 
Wellington

Shane heads a psychology service 
with New Zealand Defence where he 
specialises in emotion and psychological 
practices in the services.

Helen McQueen, Law Commission, 
Wellington

Helen is the Lead Commissioner on 
the three-year review of the Property 
(Relationships) Act 1976. 

Corin Merrick, Mānuka Chambers, 
Auckland

Corin (Waikato, Ngāti Whare, and Ngāti 
Maniapoto) is a Youth Advocate and a 
member of the Executive Committee of 
Te Hunga Roia Māori o Aotearoa and the 
NZLS Family Law Section.

Dr Fiona Miller, University of Otago, 
Dunedin

Fiona’s doctoral research was entitled: 
Children’s competence to consent to 
medical, surgical and dental treatment: 
Partners in Healthcare?

Johan Niemand, Niemand Peebles Hoult, 
Hamilton

Johan has practised predominantly in 
family law since his admission in 2005. 
He has particular interest in Family Court 
practice and procedure.

Rosslyn Noonan, University of Auckland, 
Auckland

Rosslyn chaired the Independent Family  
Court Review Panel, is the part-time 
director of the NZ Centre for Human 
Rights Law, Policy and Practice, and 
works internationally as a senior 
consultant.

Dr Ayesha Scott, AUT, Auckland

Ayesha is an interdisciplinary researcher, 
whose ongoing projects explore the 
impact of financial and economic abuse 
in intimate partnerships.

Her Honour Judge Emma Parsons, 
Family Court Waitakere, Auckland

Judge Parsons was appointed in 2016 
and sits in the Family Court and Alcohol 
and Other Drugs Court at Waitakere, 
Auckland. 
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SPEAKERS  

Associate Professor Dr Nicola Taylor, 
University of Otago, Dunedin

Nicola (BSW (Hons), LLB (Hons), PhD) is 
Director of the Children’s Issues Centre, 
Faculty of Law, University of Otago. 

Stephen van Bohemen, Atticus Chambers, 
Christchurch

Stephen’s practice is predominantly 
family law. He is a contributing editor to 
Brookers Family Law – Child Law, Family 
Procedure and Family Property.

Dr Fran Vertue, Christchurch 
Psychology, Christchurch

Fran is a clinical psychologist with a PhD 
in Psychological Medicine. She prepares 
specialist psychological reports for the 
Family Court.

Tania Williams Blyth, Te Kopu Legal, 
Rotorua

Tania is of Ngāti Pukenga and Te Arawa 
(Tapuika and Waitaha) descent. She is a 
Lawyer for Child, Lawyer to Assist and for 
Subject Person and a panel convenor and 
member of the NZ Parole Board.

CONFERENCE DINNER 

Dr Jacqueline A. Short, CCDHB and 
University of Otago, Wellington

Jackie is Clinical Director of the Central 
Regional Forensic and Rehabilitation 
Mental Health Service and Deputy Chair 
of the Family Violence Death Review 
Committee. 

Kiriana Tan, Te Kopu Chambers, 
Hamilton

Kiriana is of Ngati Hangarau, Ngati 
Mutunga and Chinese descent. She is 
a Lawyer for Child, Counsel for Subject 
Person and a member of the Family 
Violence Death Review Committee.

Dinner is at Te Papa so dress in your favourite theme 
for a Night at the Museum! The evening promises fun, 
frivolity and friends, with entertainment provided by the 
always-popular BEAT GIRLS.

Thursday 7 November, 7pm-12am Te Papa

Pre-dinner drinks start at 7pm followed by dinner at 
7.30pm.

BRING A GUEST

The registration fee includes your attendance at the 
conference dinner. If you wish to bring a guest to the 
dinner the cost is $150 per person. Please register your 
guest/s on the registration form.

PRE-CONFERENCE MIHI WHAKATAU AND WELCOME DRINKS 

The Family Law Section is proud to sponsor this function to welcome you to Wellington for the Family Law 
Conference. We warmly invite all delegates to come and join in the mihi whakatau followed by drinks and nibbles. 
This is a great chance to catch up with you colleagues from all around the country, meet new people and get into 
the conference frame of mind. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Wednesday 6 November, 5.30-7pm Te Papa
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INFORMATION

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. Registrations will be 
accepted on a first-come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 working 
days before the presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves 
the right to cancel the conference if it does not reach the budgeted minimum 
number of registrations. This decision will be made on the closing date and 
a full refund will be made to each registrant of the cancelled session. If you 
cancel your registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less 
a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, there will be no refund.  
You may transfer your registration until five working days before the 
presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd in writing of the change.

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 
POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6145, DX SP20202

FAX TO:   
04 463 2986

ENQUIRIES
0800 333 111 
cle@lawyerseducation.co.nz

VENUE

WELLINGTON
7-8 November 2019 

Te Papa
55 Cable Street
Wellington

LIVE WEB STREAM 
7-8 November 2019

At Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 
3pm Wednesday 6 November

WORKSHOP: WED 6 NOV 1-5PM 
THE IMPACT OF ENTRENCHED INTERPARENTAL HATRED ON CHILDREN

“High-conflict” divorce cases – especially those involving entrenched interparental hatred – have been 
consistently identified as difficult, complex, time consuming, and costly. They place great strain on individuals 
(including children), practitioners and courts, as well as on the family law system more generally. In this session 
the presenters will: explore “interparental hatred” as a key relationship dynamic driving some high-conflict cases; 
discuss strategies for lawyers working with parents in the grips of entrenched hatred; and offer strategies for 
working with cases where children may be resisting or refusing contact as a consequence of a parent spreading 
the culture of hatred on to children.

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP (ADDITIONAL CHARGE APPLIES)

INFORMATION FOR THIS WORKSHOP             3.5 CPD HRS

DATE & TIME: Wednesday 6 November 1-5pm
VENUE: Te Papa
REGISTRATION DETAILS: Fee $195 (incl GST) each. Please complete the form on the back page.

Professor Bruce Smyth, Australia National University, Canberra, Australia

Bruce has worked as a social scientist in the area of family law for the past 25 years. Last year, 
he received the Stanley Cohen Distinguished Research Award in Washington from the American 
Association of Family & Conciliation Courts (AFCC) in recognition of outstanding research and 
research achievements in the field of family and divorce. He has published widely in the area of 
family law, especially on post-separation parenting, and loves attending NZLS CLE conferences.

Jo Leech, Clinical Psychologist, Wellington

Jo is a Registered Clinical Psychologist with over 20 years’ experience, both as a report writer 
and a therapist, working with children and their families affected by interparental conflict. She 
has a special interest in those children for whom the conflict has become so entrenched that 
refusal to see one parent has become the child’s only solution.

We are thrilled to include in the workshop a very special event: Eloise in the Middle, by 
2019 Burns Fellow and award-winning playwright Emily Duncan. The critically acclaimed 
play follows seven-year-old Eloise and her mother Karen (both played by Sara Georgie) 
as they navigate Eloise’s first solo trip to see her father since her parents separated four 
years previously. You might be surprised to experience a play at a workshop but there’s 
no doubt you will be moved, encouraged and inspired by this one! 
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FAMILY LAW 2019 
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb: Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

BREAKOUT SESSION CHOICES

Please indicate which sessions you 
wish to attend by ticking boxes below. 
Choose one session only per time slot.

Breakout Session 1

Day One: 11.30 – 12.20

 A: Understanding Intimate Partner

Violence 

 B: Applying the Rules to 

Child-Related Evidence  

 C: Hague Convention Update 

Breakout Session 2

Day One: 3.30 – 4.30

 A: “We Just Want What's Fair”

 B: Children’s Capacity for 

Decision-making 

 C: Hair Drug Analysis 

Breakout Session 3

Day Two: 11.30 – 12.30

 A: Making the Changes Happen 

 B: Parenting with a Mental Disorder 

 C: Quiz! (not suitable for Web 

Stream) 

Breakout Session 4

Day Two: 2.15 – 3.10

 A: Family Protection Act and PRA

 B: Children’s Participation in the

Family Justice System 

 C: Alternative Perspectives on 

Family Violence

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

   
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

REGISTER ME FOR

 WELLINGTON
7-8 NOVEMBER

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
7-8 NOVEMBER

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Wed 6 
November

The most popular breakout 
sessions will be Web Streamed.

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) - Includes book and all catering (including conference dinner)

Early Bird By 14 October or AFTER 14 October

NZLS/Associate member   $1205   $1255

 Non-member   $1305   $1355

Live Web Stream   $1045   $1095

BOOK - pricing for registrants only

Books are available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

ADDITIONAL DINNER GUEST/S   $150 / guest

Name of Guest 1: $150

Name of Guest 2: $150

 CONFERENCE 
FEE                                                            

 BOOK – BOTH HARD 
COPY AND PDF    

PRE-CONF 
WORKSHOP DINNER GUEST/S TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ + $ + $ = $

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP

Pre-Conference Workshop $195
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